WoodWelding SA wins Swiss Economic Award 2006

Zug, May 12, 2006: WoodWelding SA, Zug, has won the Swiss Economic
Award 2006 in the category Hightech/Biotech. WoodWelding SA’s innovative
WoodWelding® Platform Technology uses ultrasonic energy for permanent

fixations in porous materials,such as bone or wood.

WoodWelding SA, Zug, is the winner of the Swiss Economic Award 2006 in
the hightech/biotech category. Swiss Economic Award pays overall prize money of
CHF 75,000. The prestigious aw ard for young Swiss companies w as received by
Marcel Aeschlimann and Dr Gerhard Plasonig as representatives of the
WoodWelding SA’s founding team, at the Swiss Economic Forum 2006 in Thun, for

outstanding innovative entrepreneurial achieve ments.

With the development of the WoodWelding® Platform Technology as an innovative
fixation technique to ultrasonically form bonds in porous materials, such as bone or
wood, WoodWelding SA, founded in 1999, established a basis for great business
potential. Its objective was to further develop the WoodWelding® Technology for
market use — initially, for applications in the wood and construction industries, and,
later, for medical applications involving bone fixations. Only a few years after the
first medical license w as sold in 2002, the German KLS-Martin Group received US
FDA approval and the European CE mark for the WoodWelding® based
SonicWeld Rx® system used for osteosynthesis procedures in cranio-maxillofacial
surgery. WoodWelding® Technology shows further promising potential in the

orthopaedics, dental, w ood and construction industries.
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WoodWelding SA

The Swiss company WoodWelding SA, Zug, and its development company based in
Schlieren/Zurich and Biel, focus on further developing and commercialising / licensing the
innovative WoodWeIding® Platform Technology. The joint venture, founded in 1999 by the
partners, Marcel Aeschlimann and Elmar Mock, Creaholic SA (www.creaholic.com), Biel,
and Dr Gerhard Plasonig and Ralph R. Strasser, GP International S.A. (www.gpi-sa.com),
Schlieren/Zurich, was awarded the Swiss Technology Piize 2000 and the Swiss KTI
MedTech Award 2005 for the WoodWeldi ng®TechnoIogy. With the Swiss Economic Award
2006, WoodWelding SA received the most prestigious award for young Swiss companies.



